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to move in an awkward way when you are running or doing a sport, a dance

Vung vé khi choi thé thao hay nhay nhét.

E.g.
a. | love to dance, but my wife has two left feet.

b. You never want to see me dancing with my two left feet. Trust me.

27 Needle in a hay stack.

An item that is very hard or impossible to find.

Mét vat cwe ky kho tim; “Mo kim day bé”.

E.Q.

a. Looking for one person in this erowd is-like looking-for a. needle’in
a haystack.

b. My.husband’s«efficesis.so messy.that’looking for anything,issdike
looking for a needle in‘a haystack.

Pagels




Get blood from a stone.

Almost impossible to obtain.

Gan nhw khéng thé nao thé nao lam dwoc, twrong dwong “trimg choi dd”.
E.Q.

a. He's so lazy! Getting him to clean
something is like getting blood
from stone.

b. Getting an apology
from my husband is
like getting blood

from a stone.

Out of the

IN g pan To escape a bad situation only to find
S yourself in a worse situation.
and.into

\

; Thoat khéi mét tinh hudng bat loi va
[dm vao tinh huéng khéc té hon;
“Tranh vo dwa, gap vo dwa”.

E.Q.

T .
" h ...
- o I Biology was too hard so | transferred
' . . toengineering, but | just went out of the

:‘s frying pan and into the fire!
£
b. He didn’t like his boss so he quit and
found a new job. He realized he had
gone out of the frying pan and into the

fire when he met his new boss!
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Walk on eggshells.

to try very hard not to upset
someone or something. To be very
diplomatic and inoffensive.

Cé gang khéng lam buén long
ngwoi nao do, téo raté nhivagiy
ter, “gic» mém, gitk miéng”. 0

E.g.
a. | was walking on eggshells trying to explain the comment to her without offending her
further.

b. I'm sick of walking on eggshells around you. Why do you have to be so sensitive?

used to talk about a
process or habit that is
difficult to stop and which
will develop into something
extremely bad.

Truwot déc: Mét hanh déng

kho bé ma néu tiép tuc sé

tréthanh thoi quen xau.
3

Exg.

a. It's a slippery slope from
drugs to prison.

b. Cheating on a diet‘\ﬂilﬁ
slippery slope. Before)y
know it, you'll be fat again.

On a slippery slope.




Curiosity killed the cat.

used to tell someone not to ask too many questions about
something.

Dung dé nhac ai dé dimg quan tam thai qua viéc gi dé;
“chét vi to mo”.

E.g.
a. Don’t ask me about that. Curiosity killed the cat, you know.

b. | don’t want to know what is down that dark street. Curiosity
killed the cat.

i The third try is always lucky.
Lan thw thr 3 thwong mang lai may man; “qua
tam ba bén”.

E.Q.

a. Ask her out on a date again. Don’t
give up. The third time’s charm.

b. The third time was a charm for
Korea’s Pyeongchang 2018 Winter
Olympic bid committee.
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Put your head in the sand.

situation and hope it will
do not think about it

/i dau vao cat: lam ngo;, trén tranh swthét
khéng vui vé; “Gia cam, gia diéc”.

E.g.

a. Stop burying your head in the sand. Look at
the statistics on smoking and cancer.

b. He’s about to lose his job but he’s just sitting
there with his head in the sand!

35 r

Knoeek your sock off

To ignore an unpleasant situation and hope it will stop
if you do not think about it

4u vao cdt: lam ngo, trén tranh swthat khéng vui
; “Gia cam, gia diéec”.

E.g.

a. Stop burying your head in the sand. Look at the statistics
on smoking and cancer.

b. He's about to lose his job but he’s just sitting there with
his head in the sand!




36 . Take something with a grain
i of salt.

to not completely believe what someone tells you, because
you know that they do not always tell the truth.

Khéng tin twong hoan toan vao diéu ngwoi khae noi, Vi ban
biét ngwoi dé thwong hay noi doi; “Ban tin, ban nghi’.

E.g.
a. You should always take everything you see on TV with a grain of salt.

b. This research was based on a small group. of people, so we have to take the results with
a grain of salt.

Wolf in sheep’s clothing.

Someone who seems to be friendly or harmless but is in fact dangerous,
dishonest

S6i déi |16t cteu: Nguwdi cé tinh té ra than thién, hién lanh nhwng thuc chat
rat nguy hiém va gian x&o.

a. She may look cute, but that girl is a wolf in sheep’s clothing.

b. Carla thought the handsome stranger was gentle and kind, but Susan
suspected he was a wolf in sheep’s clothing.

Page |&



38 used to tell someone to be grateful for something that has been
given to them, instead of asking questions about it or finding
something wrong with it.

Dung nhdc ngwéi khac biét on nhitng diéu may man dworc thay vi
ché bai, soi moéi chung; “Pworc voi doi tién”.

E.g.

a. You gave him a car and he asked if the engine was new? Doesn’t he
know never look a gift horse in the mouth?

b. I don’timean to.look a gift horse in the mouth, but why are you giving
me this bonus?

Never look a gift horse
In the mouth.

39 to give away a secret or a surprise.

Dé lot bi mat, diéu bat ngdrra ngoai.

E.Q.

a. There is surprise party for Heidi
on Wednesday. Please don'’t spill
the beans.

b. You met Natalie Portman? You
MUST tell me what’s she really like.
Come on, SPILL!!!




Fly by the seat of your pants.

to do something by using only your own skill and
experience, without any help from anyone or anything
else, especially when this is risky or dangerous.

Hanh déng chidwatrén maéi kinh nghiém bdn than ma
khong c6 swho trorcua ngwoi khdc, ddc biét 1a trong
cac tinh huéng nguy hiém, twrong dwong “lam viéc
theo cam tinh, t&i ddu hay toi do”

E.g.

a. I’'m not one to plan everything in detail. | prefer to fly by
the seat of my pants.

b. You can’t expect to do this job by flying by the seat of
your pants. You need to be organized.

Fit like a glove.

To fit perfectly and comfortably
Vira van, vera khit.

E.Q.

a. I'm so happy with my new jeans. They fit like a glove.

b. If the car doesn’t fit you like a glove, don’t buy it.
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Jump through hoops.

to do a series of things that
are difficult or annoying, but
that are necessary in order
to achieve something

E.g.

a. We had to jump
through hoops to get our
visas in time.

thuec hién n‘hiéu viéc kho
khan nhwng can thiét de dat
dworc diéu gi do.

b. If you want to get a
promotion, you'll have to
jump through a few
hoops.

Money that is paid under the table
[ [ tly and illegally.

bat hop phap.

E.g.
ayments were made under t
table to local officials.

ployers who pay an employ
der the table or misclassify a
mployee as an independent
contractor.



Like water off a duck’s back.

if criticism, warnings etc are like water
off a duck's back, they have no effect
on the person you are saying them to.

Loi phé binh khéng c6 tac dung gi véi
ngwoi ma ban dang chi trich, phé
binh; “nwéc dé dau vit”, “Nwée dé |a
khoai”.

E.g.

a. If you want to be on TV, you have to
be able to let personal attacks roll off
you like water off a duck’s back.

b. Baseball players don’t care when you
yell insults at them. It’s like water off a
duck’s back.

X-rated.

Used in the past to describe a film that was officially approved as
only suitable for people over 18.

Terng ding dé md té phim chidanh cho ngwdi tir 18 tuédi tré’lén.

E.Q.
a. X-rated films are not allowed for public showing.

b. Children mustn’t watch X-rated films.
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You are what you eat.

To be healthy, you must eat healthy food.

Dé khée manh, ban nén &n thirc dn bé
dwéng. ~ An gi bé néay.

E.Q.

a. You shouldn’t eat so much junk food.
You are what you eat, you know.

b. | believe strongly that you are
what you eat, so | try to eat only
healthy food.

Volte-face.

A change to a completely opposite
opinion or plan of action.

Sw thay doi dét ng6ét trong hanh déng,
trai ngwot hoan toan so vé&i ban dau,
swirér mat.

E.Q.

a. The government has done a volte-face
on the research.

b. Everyone was thrown into confusion by
her volte-face.




It is raining very hard.

Mura rat 16n.

E.g.

a. It's been raining cats and dogs all week.

b. It rained cats and gods on my wedding day.




’ uiet as mouse
> ©

Very quiet
Im 1dng; “Cam nhw hén”

E.gQ.

a. I'll be as quiet as a mouse.
b. You can hide quiet as a mouse.

-The end-

Read 50 ILLUSTRATED IDIOMS — PART 1

But, don’t be quiet as mouse; enjoy this e-book

with your friends! Let’s share to be shared!
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