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Wash your hands of something



Don’t count your chickens
Lt they are hatched

-y

You should not make plans that depend on something good happening,
because it might not.

(khdng nén Iap ké hoach vi nghi rang moi viéc sé tét dep trong khi nhiing viéc d6
van chwa xay ra; dirng noéi trréc kéo buwéc khéng qua; dirng dém cua trong 16)

E.g.

a. | wouldn't count your chickens, Mr Vass. I've agreed to sign the contract, but
that's all.

b. I think I’'m going to get straight A’s on my tests, but | don’t want to count my
chickens before they’re hatched.

A bad / rotten apple.

One bad person who has a bad effect on all the others in a group.
(thanh phan ca biét; con sau lam rau néi canh)

E.Q.
a. There’s always one bad apple in every class.

b. What do you plan to do about the bad apples in the company when you become
CEO?




“2 Have egg
B on your

face.

To be made to look stupid by something embarrassing.
(tror thanh tro cwon)

E.g.
a. The president was left with egg on his face after he called the ambassador by
the wrong name.

b. Mike always said he could speak French fluently, but when he couldn’t hold a
conversation with the French tourist, he had egg all over his face.

Burn the candle
at both ends.

To get very tired by doing things
until very late at night and getting
up early in the mornings.

(mét mai vi phai thire khuya day
som)

a. If he doesn’t stop burning the candle at
both ends, he will end up in hospital.

b. I've been burning the candle at both ends
for too long. | need to slow down.




Kill two
birds with
one stone.

to achieve two things

with one action
(mét mdi tén trung hai

// dich; nhat ci lwéng tién)

E.Q.

a. | kill two birds with one stone by reading the news in English. | learn about
current events AND improve my English.

b. You can kill two birds with one stone by brushing your teeth in the shower.
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Bite off more than
you can chew.

to try to do more than you
are able to do

(6m dém nhiéu viéc vwrot quéa
kha nang cda minh; tham
thwc cuc than)

=0

a. At first | was really excited
about my new project, but
now | feel like I've bitten off
more than | can chew.

b. She bit off more than she
, could chew and quickly fell
! behind in her work.

A storm in a teacup.

An unnecessary expression of strong
feelings about something that is very
unimportant.

(phéng dai swviéc; chuyén bé xé ra to)

E.Q.

a. The media is going crazy about it but if
you ask me, it’s just a storm in a teacup.

b. We will be alright. It seems bad now but

we’ll look back and see it was just a storm
in a teacup.
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09

the iy , : to accept something unpleasant

s . | because you cannot avoid it any
, s . longer.
b u | Iet A E - s (chap nhdn mét viéc khong may dé chju vi
! khéng thé tranh dwot nira; cdn rdng chiu
dung)

E.g.

a. | don’t want to do military service but it's
mandatory so | just have to bite the bullet.

b. | hate dentists but | have a toothache so
it looks like I’'m going to have to bite the
bullet.

10 To waste time feeling sorry about
an earlier mistake or problem that
cannot be changed.

(ton thO’l glafrdl nuéi tiéc nhwng
wec da xay ra khéng thay doéi
cTu’ov khoc ga qua tha)

E.g.
{ 'n} a. It’s broken but there’s no use

. crying over spilt milk. We’ll just
‘AN have to buy a new one.

b. It’s no use crying over spilt
milk. Just farget it and try'to do
better next time.

Cry over spilt milk.
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13 A little bird told me.

if you have information, but you do not
want to reveal who told you it, you can
say ‘A little bird told me’.

(khi ban biét mét diéu gi do6 nhwng lai
khéng muon tiét |6 nguon tin cua minh,
ban sé noi “A little bird told me”).

E.g.
a. Who told you that she was up for a big promotion? A little bird told me.

b. I don’t want to be rude but a little bird told me your girlfriend has been cheating
on you.

Have a green thumb. oy 900 atmadngplants

(mat tay tréng cay)

E.g.
a. Look at Sarah’s garden! She really has a
green thumb.

b. I admire people with green thumbs. Any
plants entrusted to my care die quickly.




Money talks.

money is power and it can buy
influence.
(c6 tién mua tién cing dworc)

dREEOIEIBITS

E.g:
a. You want to know how | did it? Money
talks, my friend.

b. She’s rich and money talks, so she
always gets what she wants.

Mind-blowing.

absolutely amazing,
astounding or shocking.
(tuyét voi, gay an twonly
manh, gay shock)

E.g.
a. The computer game has mind-blowing.graphics.

b. It is a mind-blowing experience to me. | will never forget
It




to pay much more for something than it is really
worth.

(phai trd mét cai gia cat cé)
E.g.

a. After the environmental disaster, the oil company
had to pay through the nose to clean it all up.

b. Be careful your car doens’t break down out in the
country. The local mechanics will make you pay
through the nose to fix it.

Shoot yourself in the foot.

To say or do something
stupid that will cause £
you a lot of trouble.

(n6i hay lam viéc xuén
ngéc va twr gay rac réi cho
chinh minh; tv minh hai
minh)
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E.g.

a. If he keeps talking,
pretty soon he'll shoot
himself in the foot.

b. The applicant shot
himself in the foot when he
mentioned how many other
people were interested in
the job.
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Turn green with...

to feel a lof of jealousy with what someone else has.
(cam thay vo6 cung ghen tjvéi nhieng gi ngwdi khac co
ma minh khdng c6; ghen tdc xanh mat; ghen an tarc
0)

E.g.
a. They turned green envy when my wife walked in the room.

b. I was green with envy when | saw the rich man’s collection of sports cars.

The sky is the limit. -

There is no limit to what can be achieved.

(khdng c6 giéi han cho nhing thanh tyu
ma ai dé cé thé dat dwoc)

E.Q.

a. These days it seems the sky is the limit
for successful young Internet ventures.

b. You can do anything you put your mind
to. The sky is the limit. -




Wash your hands —
of something. & = | |

to refuse to be responsible for something any more.
(twe choi tiep tuc chiu trach nhiém cho mét viéc nao dé)

E.g.
a. The CEO couldn’t wait to wash his hands of the money-losing operation.

b. I washed my hands of the whole situation and | never want to hear about it
again.

22

Money doesn’t grow on trees.

used to say that you should not waste money
(Dung dé nhadc ban khdng nén phung phi tién bac
“Tién khong phai lavé hén”))

E.Q.

a. No, I won’t buy you that toy robot. Money doesn’t
grow on trees, you know.

b. You should know that money doesn’t grow on
trees. You have to save money




See red.

To become very angry

(Néi gidn dé may dé mat, “Gian tim
mat”.)

E.g.
a. When he called me an idiot |
saw red. I've never been angrier.

b. The boss will see red if you
make another mistake on this.

Do something at gunpoint.

To do something reluctantly, as a result of being
strongly forced .
(Lam viéc gi dé mét cach mién cwéng do bjép buéc.)

E.g.
a. | wouldn’t sing in public unless | was at gunpoint.

b. She might go out on a date with you...at gunpoint!
Haha!




Cat got your tongue?

= Lost your tongue?

used to ask someone why
they are not talking.

(H6i ngwéi nao do sao lai ngdp
ngung, khdng biét ndi gi. “cam
nhw hén”)

E.g.

a. Why did you take my
money? No answer? Cat got
your tongue?

b. Has a cat got your tongue?
Why can’t you respond?

To be continued...
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